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Planning Division Staff Summary - Jefferson City Historic Preservation Plan 
 

Staff Comments: 
The Department of Planning and Protective Services sought out to develop a historic preservation plan 
for Jefferson City to highlight the community’s historical assets and understand how to move forward 
with protecting and leveraging those assets. Enhancing historic preservation efforts in Jefferson City can 
result in a lot of cultural and economic benefits for the whole community. The Jefferson City Historic 
Preservation Plan will provide the community with a focused document, specifically concentrating on 
the City’s unique issues and opportunities, to guide historic preservation efforts throughout the City. 
 

Goals: 
The Jefferson City Historic Preservation Plan contains five goals. These goals illustrate the overall 
motivation and direction in which historic preservation efforts should be focused on in the community, 
they are as follows: 

1. Reinforce the role of Jefferson City’s historic core as central to the City’s identity and long-
term economic development strategy – emphasize quality of place. 

2. Activate and revitalize Jefferson City’s historic commercial centers and residential 
neighborhoods as distinctive places for living and investing. 

3. Connect the City’s historic core to its outlying suburban neighborhoods through 
transportation enhancements, parks, open space, trails, bikeways, programing, public 
facilities, and other initiatives.  

4. Use the City’s historic preservation, neighborhood services, and planning programs 
strategically to stimulate private investment in the revitalization of historic areas. 

5. Actively engage residents and visitors with information, interpretation, and programming 
that reinforces community identity and tells the City’s stories.  

 

Strategy Themes: 
Strategy Themes were curated to organize and highlight the various benefits of the recommendations 
listed in the Jefferson City Historic Preservation Plan. Naturally, historic preservation can be 
accomplished by various stakeholders and members of the public, so organizing the recommendations 
in this fashion reinforces the multiple directions in which historic preservation can be approached. To 
review the specific recommended strategies please see the full plan (located on the City’s website) or 
the implementation matrix (Appendix A). 
 

- Jefferson City’s Historic Preservation Program: coordinating historic preservation tools and 
resources with revitalization and enhancement strategies.  

- Planning and Development: aligning historic preservation strategies with Jefferson City’s 
planning programs and processes. 

- Historic Commercial Centers: focusing public and private sector strategies on the revitalization 
and enhancement of the City’s historic commercial centers. 

- Strengthening Historic Neighborhoods: strengthening historic neighborhoods as distinctively 
attractive places for home ownership and investment. 

- Welcoming Visitors and Storytelling: using heritage tourism to welcome and attract visitors and 
residents. Strategically using tourism and storytelling can also enhance Jefferson City’s quality of 
place through economic development and revitalization.  
 

Conclusion: 
The Jefferson City Historic Preservation Plan allows the Historic Preservation Commission, City Council, 
City staff, stakeholders, and the public to recognize and prioritize historic preservation efforts. 


